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The Commundant ws quite mprossed with my
cade of conduct and chose mo Lo be Lhe opening speaker i front of DG HCC L1, Gen, Vinod
Vashish, who vislted OTA on 16" Septembor, 2017; and to be the volce of OTAin a vide recarding
tointradiice the projoct Yuva Shaki for the fuluce courses. | was very bappy, especially when the
DGNCC I, dictlon and style of he said “You make your presence

Mid Term Break

In the lwo days mid-term break, 1 along with same of my fellow trainees spent time
sldht-secing n Gwalior which was a wonderful experlence, By now OTA had become a
second home and all the tralnees’ one big family. The second lerm began with mofe
figorous dill tralning both, in morning and in evening, as we had fo prepare for the
Practical exam-Drill Square test (DST) as well as the Passing
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PRCN COURSE: FROM THE DIARY OF AN ANO

Selection

When | joined the Indian Institute of Taacher Education, Gandhinagar, the ks
pattolion was on the vorge af suspension for the want of an ANG. Re i ather Taculty
showod interesLin taking up the responsibility, | accepted il s an opportunity ta fuf my
dream of becoming an Amy Officer, and as | had been an NCG catot, 1 1ol | would ba able
ta d = to the role. | was appointad as an Associats NCC Officer under Dirat
Commission an 10" Novemer, 2016, As per the requirement of he past, 1 was directed
altend tho 3-month PRCN Training Courss at Gwalior. | was granted On Duty leave to

attend he DC/SW — 71 Caurse conducted from 14 Aug 2017 to 11 Nov 2017 at Officer's
Training Academy, Gwalior.

FirstDay in OTA, Gwalior
As per diractions reccived from the Academy, | roached OTA on 13" Aug, 2017. | was

allofted a room to be shared by thruo other trainees. In the evening, on the same day, we
were a schedule, which began with

Officer Coordination welcomed us and spelied out the rules and requiations of th

Academy and the code of canduct expected from the trainees. We were duced 1O

the olher officers and lrainers in the Academy wha wonld nat anly conduct our training, but

would alzo be laking care of our nesds during our three-months stay in tho Academy. After

three days of lhe commencement of the caurse, the Gommandant ol OTA Gwalior
= trainees allfor th i stay at OTA.

After the tea-break at 4.20 pm., personality
develupment activities were conducted which
heiped us reinforce our team-building, co-
ordination and unity, and problem-solving skills.
The personality development activities was
followed by games hour, where each one of us
had to compulsorily play any Fame or at least
learn from others who knew some game (we

were notallowed o sitidle, gossip, do any otherwork or wander, \east of all go back to our reom!).
| tried my hand at throw ball, velley ball, badminton and basket ball (at least learnt to play, if not
become a pro). ILwas fun as | got an opportunity Lo make friends, who were sports persons, botl
lierally and figuratively. At 6,20 p.rm. we were allowed to g0 1o our rooms to freshen up for fall-in
17,30 p.m., when instructions for the next day were piven followed by dinner at 8.00 p.m.

This remained the dally schedule of lraining at the Academy, we were taughl vaflo‘us
subjocts llke Personality Development, Character Building and Gommunication Skills,
Map Reading, First Aid, National Integration, General Awarensss in topics like Disaster
Management, Child Sexual Abuse, Rights and Dutios as a Cilizen. Natural catamities,
Setting up a Camp, Camp Management, Weapon Training, etc.
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These Exercises were also # part of competifions. | have besn awarded the
Commandant's Certificale for Exzcellence in Planning of Character Deyel
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Camp

Planning a camp, its layout and avery nuance of Its administration was taught practically,

through Exercls:u Slmktli‘. V\{a actually spent a whole day on field, cleaning [np iho ground,

digaing snake pits and pitching tents; heavy duty strenuous physical activity, as a result of

\bvm‘;h };;\:ng(ol{ ‘us. mchl‘dlng me s:;\ded up with fever and body pain for a few days! Bul the
o \© exarcise was living in the lents we pilched i

svertsil Skl g pitched overnight in the chilling

v lunch, which was savoured by officers, trainers, including the
Commandant, which was an honour for allofus (trainees). 5

| was made the Deputy Camp Commandant, who had to execute duties like the overall
security of the camp, planning the training schedule and supervising its correct and timely
execution, etal, which was fun, and | was also for the meti ion of
my duties. This of course was not pessible without the co-operation and motivation of
follow trainees. The training was showing its effect on all the trainees; we were not anly re-
learning importance of working as a team, negotiating, resolving conflicts and problem-
solving collectively, which we were required to inculcate in our cadets back home; but also,
the integrity, conviction and toughness required to be an officer.

Various competitions were also held as a part of the 3-month training program. All the 93
trainees were divided into 2 companies — Alpha and Bravo. | was a part ol»me Alpha
Company. Competitions in varous Games, Drill, Lecture IP, Yoga, Map Reading, Camp
Layout, et between the tv

Moments to Cherish

it was the vision of the DG NCC
that all NCC cadets should
develop confidence to face an
audience and speak on any topic,
as a part of this, Lecture IP was
made compulsory for all the
ANOs and compelition was held
for the same. Overall it was a
challenging yet a learning
experience, which gave me an
opportunity tolive the regimented
Amylife | always dreamed of.

The terror called final exam, and the
prestigious 'Passing Out Parade’ were
loaming on our heads in the final week of our
3-month training, which all of us overcame
successfully. The moment when each one of
the trainees was pipped was perhaps an
ecstatic one: the realization that ve survived
the oneraus 3-month training and have
finally become officers was incredible!

No trainees belonging to the same state
were allowed to stay in the same room. as
NCC means Naticnal Integration.
Understandably, each one of us had friends
from the same battalion or state or region
attending the course, who wanted to be
together always and we were not allowed to
do so. Slowiy, as time passed, all got
acquainted with each ather. One of our
Personality Development activities was
telling the name of as many trainees we
knew ontheirface!

On 117 November, 2017, after the Passing out Parade and Oath ceremony, the Officer
Training C finati us for ing the training and
e i at; d i i

q . Happy th: made n a India, ecstatic that we
were finally officers, and the mostimpertant of all, that we were returning home, all parted
ways.

For me, itwas a lifetir i a I
notbeen 2 part of the Indian Institute of Teacher Education, Gandhina
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beenrealizedifi had
gar.

LL Dr. Swamabharati

ANO & Assistant Professor

1 Gujarat Girls Bn. NCC,
Ahmedabad 2



